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Abstract (Basic) : WO 200007854 Al 

NOVELTY - The restraint assembly (40) includes an inflator (34) 

for 

generating inflation gas. The restraint assembly includes an upper 
cushion portion (50) and an inflatable tubular stiffening device 

(42) 

extending longitudinally across a lower edge of the cushion portion 
(50) for providing longitudinal tension and lateral stability to 

the 

restraint assembly. The restraint assembly may included a 
tensioning 

device (28) which surrounds the stiffening device (42) and places 
longitudinal tension on the stiffening device when inflated. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The tensioning (28) may take the form of 

a 

strap or cord that is spiral -wrapped around the stiffening device. 
USE - For protection of vehicle occupants. 

ADVANTAGE - Permits sustained inflation coverage of larger 

portions 

of the vehicle side structure while maintaining lateral stability. 
DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The drawing shows a view of an 

interior 

vehicle side structure showing the restraint assembly in an 
inflated 

condition. 
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